Binding properties of avian retroviral proteins. III. Binding of protein ASLV MA(p19) to viral RNA and proviral DNA.
The binding of the avian retroviral matrix protein ASLV MA(p19) to homologous viral ssRNA and proviral dsDNA was analysed using electron microscopic methods combined with a special computer evaluation. No binding affinity of MA(p19) to homologous nondenatured or denatured viral RNA was found. In contrast, ASLV MA(p19) was shown to have one specific binding site on MAV-1 proviral dsDNA at position 6795 +/- 345 bp from the 5' end of the molecule. A second specific binding site was found in a cellular sequence.